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Policy on Children as visitors

From time to time, it may be necessary for children who are not on our register to be on the premises and perhaps present during session time. This policy is intended to give some guidance about when it is acceptable, so that decisions are as consistent and fair as possible.

In considering these situations, it is important to be aware of the following:

Insurance 

Our insurance policy (with Royal Sun Alliance, via the Pre-School Learning Alliance) covers us for children not on the register to be present on our premises. They are then classed as visitors, as any adult would be, and are covered by the public liability aspect of our insurance.

Ofsted registration

We are registered on the Childcare and Early Years part of the register, which means that we are able to care for children up to the age of 18 at our setting (provided the correct staff : child ratios are maintained). 
Staff Job Descriptions

In considering situations in which staff need to bring their own children (or children they are personally caring for) in to the setting, we also need to be aware of the impact this may have on their abilities to carry out the duties set out in their job description.

Health and Safety concerns

These will include the risk of the spread of infections, as well as potential hazards when moving equipment during the setting up and packing away time for each session.

In view of the above considerations, the following specific policy guidelines apply:

· No sick children to be brought into the setting.

· Paid staff should not be responsible for children under pre-school age (i.e. their own children, or children they are personally looking after) during their normal working hours.
· Parent helpers and committee members can bring their children into the setting (so that they may carry out their role), but the children remain their responsibility at all times.  

Other situations and requests for children not on the register to be present in the pre-school (for example during school INSET days), will be considered by the committee and staff team, on a case by case basis, taking into account the correct adult : child ratios.
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