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Starting Pre School

Policy Statement

To ensure each child has a smooth transition from home to pre-school
Aims

· For each child to feel happy and settled as soon as possible.

· Pre-school to be consistent as far as possible to aid settling in.

· To offer support to both parents and child wherever necessary.

Guidelines

In order to achieve our aims the following guidelines will be followed:

· Parents will be invited to visit Oldfield Park Pre-school prior to their child starting.

· Staff will be introduced to the new child and parent.

· Each child has a named Key Person who will support the transition.

· The key Person will go through the “All About Me” information with the parents. This will be completed via Tapestry at a convenient time following the child starting pre -school.
· Children will be offered two shorter “settling sessions” before they come for their first full session.

· The settling sessions, and the first full session will start at 9.30 am or later, to ensure that the other children are settled in and the Key Person is free to welcome the new child and help them to settle.   

· On the first day children will be welcomed, care will be taken to use language appropriate to each individual.

· Children will be encouraged to familiarise themselves with the surroundings.

· Parents are asked to say goodbye at the appropriate time for the child.

· Children will always be encouraged to acknowledge their parent leaving.

· Children are encouraged to find their name and put it up on the board.

· Children are given the opportunity to choose from a wide range of activities.

· Staff will be sensitive to the needs of each individual child, watching carefully for any indication of preference of activity, especially during the settling in period.

· Parents are encouraged to telephone the pre-school during the session if they are feeling worried.

· Children sometimes need support during changes in the structure of the morning, and this will be given for as long as needed.

· As each child settles differently, we recognise that additional settling sessions may be needed. We look at each case individually and will tailor a plan to accommodate the child and family.

Conclusion

By following this policy Oldfield Park Pre-school will work closely with the parent and child to provide a smooth transition from home to pre-school. 
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